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:>ver a country lane, 
3uspicious object that 
baffled a policeman 

eckoned it was about 20 
eet wide and 14 feet high. 
t ~ chosen a spot where 
.dnve-in to the car park of 
he old Mons Mill-a 
nassive seven-storey 
.tructure standing back 
rom the road-provided 
~ extended hardstanding 

If what he was lookmg at 
~as some kind of 
lovercra!t, it must have 
>een manoeuvred over the 
nill and the engine-room 
himney th.at towered 

Lbove it. avoil::lfD& thtt bill& 
md the tree&. with extraor· 

:!?!9'#~- ·. 4}1· ~ 1Q 
~ .. ~·..trocu ·~ Uw . 
tnet· v~. a nfght >. 

then it been' raining. 
'he more he thought 
bout 1t, the more mind · 
K>ggling it becan\e. 

MISSING 
His~ turDed to . 

Ja.nn wben be auddenly 
eali.se<1 that somehow, his 
:a.r was now a hundred 
!ards further down the 
'Oad, way past where the 
>bject had hovered. And 
4'hen he got out and 
ooked back ... it was gone. 

How had he sot where he 
vu? Had be been dream­
ne? He did not believe it. 
\.nd there was his uet.ch­
)()S.!'d to prove it. He drove 
>ack to the &tation, 
m~ti.ent to report what 
1e d a.een. 

He was surprised when 
'le got there to tind that the 
lme 'was 05.30. He didn't 
~ea.l.ise he had been away 
;o long. He began to won-
1er what had happened to 
.he missing minutes. Had 

he suffered some sort o! 
time-lapse, !or which his 
memory was blank? 

He ex'pected his 
collea.gUes to be sceptical, 
but he was unprepared for 
their scoffing. Even when 
he took two of them back 
to the spot, and showed 
them how leaves and twigs 
under the object had swir· 
led into a circle, they 
regarded him quizzically. 

·They were no more im­
pressed when he pointed 
out that whereu the road 
either~ .... ~·-~~·.M~ 
ing wet;1 

patchily 
up at the . trees an 
attributed diy patches to 
them . 

He did not resent their 
ribbing-he knew he 
would have reacted the 
same, and he laughed. But 
rather than attract further 
ridicule, be went oU duty 
without making a report. 

When ne took ot! his 
nearly-new boots he 
noticed that the le!t one 
was split open across the 
ball of the foot. On his le!t 
instep was a small burn, 
which the doctor later 
diagnosed as a skin in!ec· 
tion, possibly brought on 
by shock. He had never 
had such an infection 
before. He was to learn 
that such ·marks were 
characteristic of U.F.O. 
encounters. 

Back on duty that night, 

A policeman's amazing 
evidence (left) ••• the sketch 
Alan Godfrey made In 1980 
after observing a metallic, 
diamond-shaped U.F.O. 

11/'J 

be was chaffed by the 
oft-going shift. He was not 
sorry when he was called 
in to see the inspector. 

·~Tell me what you saw,'• 
SBld the man. . 

Godfrey told him, and 
the Inspector's reaction 
surprised him. He didn't 
laugh. 

STOLEN 

God!rey went back to the 
outer ot!ice ar1d rang Brad­
ford. "I want to report an 
unidentitied flying :t I 
encountered In T or­
den l&at niaht." 

''Thi.s lan't the one at 
Ha.l1l.ax then." 
· "Halifax? Was there one 
at HaJjtax?'' 

.. We eent a telex last 
night from three police 
officers based at Halifax 
who'd ha4 an encounter. Is 
this something ditterent?" . 

"Thil was at Todmor­
den." He was t>ennning to 
see why the lnapector 
hadn't lauib_ed. 

Three Hal1!a.x officers, · 
scouring the moors north· 
east of Todmorden looking 
for stolen goods alter a 
tip-oU, bad seen a steel· 

blue ball o! li&ht to . the 
north. The time was 04.49. 
Pulsln& in a &low rhytllmiG 
throb,· It had erown in aiM 
and moved in ·arcs ~d 
zig·zags acrosa ~ ~)'. Jt 
had eventually' - dlsap· 
peared in the direction 
o! ... Todmordep. 

Alan Godtrey fe(:koned 
he had !lrst aighted tt 
hovering over the Burnley 
Road, $000 after 05.10. 

The ·-cows-tney were 
bullocka-were found next 
morning acrosa the road in 
Centre Vale Park. Animal 
distre5S, Godfrey was to 
discover, was t'ypical ot the 
U.F.O. phenomenon. 

"Amazing encounter in 
Cruder Vclley,~' -.;~ the 
headline in tho ~ paper 
a week a!ter the aightiog. 
Godfrey had · been en­
couraged by his 6Uperiors 
to tell his story to the.J.: .. 
Pre~. I! the intentiop tra.'\-r. 
to end speculation. it onl;.­
achieved the ~te. '· 

His brle! pe . . ot tame ·_ 
was &ucceeded years of 
notoriety. Tlte klndest. 
thin& the We~t Yorkshire 
!orce did for him was to 
grant him an invalid's 

NEXT WEEK: WITNESSES 
TO A U.F.O. LANDING 
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retirement, X marks 
the spot. · 
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